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Local area information & attractions 
 

 
 
Food & Drink:  
 
Check out one of the restaurants in Wilsall or Clyde Park to get a taste of life in this 
corner of rural Montana.  You’ll find hearty American food that hits the spot after a long 
day hiking or fishing.  For gourmet dining, farm-to-table options, and fantastic local 
breweries visit our closest “big city” Bozeman or historic downtown Livingston. 
 
 In Wilsall: 
  
 Bank Bar & Vault Restaurant 

Our small town restaurant & bar with American food standards.  Featuring local, 
grass fed beef from Muddy Creek Ranch.  Mon-Sat 11am-9pm; Sun 10am-7pm. 
 
Crazy Mountain Momma’s 
Just opened in spring 2017, Wilsall now has its very own coffee shop!  Espresso 
drinks, super tasty & gooey cinnamon rolls, muffins, and simple sandwiches for 
dine in or take out.  Say ‘hello’ to the friendly owner Anna!  7am-4pm. 
 
Val’s Deli 
Stop in for breakfast or lunch to get a taste of Wilsall…including local gossip from 
the regulars and perhaps a bit of sass from owner Val.  Try the fantastic 
homemade cinnamon rolls for breakfast (Saturdays only) and a burger or BLT for 
lunch.  Mon-Sat 8am-2pm.  

  
 In Clyde Park: 
 
 Clyde Park Tavern 

Hearty American food and beer.  You don’t have to drive far to try some of the 
best burgers around and sample the tasty sour cream fries too! Sun-Thur 8am-
8pm; Fri-Sat 8am-9pm.   
 

 Sunnyside Pizza 
 Pizza and beer on tap from Neptune Brewery in Livingston.  Wed-Sun 4-9pm. 
 
 Drinking Horse Espresso 
 If you need a coffee shop fix, this is your closest bet for espresso drinks and  

baked goods.  Tell the owner, Monica, that I sent you!  7am-2pm daily. 
 
In Bozeman: 
Great selection of restaurants and breweries for a mid-sized town!  Some of our 
favorites follow… 
 
Bisl 
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Fresh and modern fusion food featuring farm-to-table ingredients from many local  
area farms.  A great special occasion splurge!  Tues-Sun 5-9pm. 
 
 
 
Blackbird 
Farm-to-table dining specializing in wood-fired pizza and creative small plates.  
5-10pm daily. 
 
Blacksmith Italian 
Classic Italian dishes with house-made pasta featuring organic Montana 
semolina and durum flours and Montana farm eggs.  Wednesday is wine 
night…half price wines all night!  Lunch 11:30am-2pm Tues-Fri; Dinner 5pm-
close Mon-Sat.  
 
Bozeman Brewing 
Neighborhood brewery in northeast Bozeman.  Try their flagship Bozone Amber 
Ale or a tasty Plum Street Porter.  A portion of their Sunday sales benefit local 
non-profits.  Blue Smoke BBQ food truck is often parked next door so you can 
grab a bite to go with your beverage.  Their beers are available at most grocery 
stores in the area as well.  2-8pm daily. 
 
Bridger Brewing 
Fantastic beer and pizza (with gluten free options for both!) near the Montana 
State University campus.  ‘Pints with a Purpose’ to benefit local non-profits on 
Mondays.  Mussels and music Wednesdays.  11:30am-9pm daily. 
 
Copper Whiskey Bar & Grill 
Extensive whiskey menu and Montana steaks.  Bozeman’s “best place for a 
guys’ night out”.  4pm-2am daily. 
  
The Daily 
Local coffee bar with two Bozeman locations.  Yummy coffee drinks, sweet treats  
baked in house, and light lunch fare featuring local ingredients.  College location: 
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6pm, Sat-Sun 7am-5pm.  North location: Mon-Fri 6am-7pm, Sat-
Sun 6am-6pm.     
 
Dave’s Sushi 
Good sushi in the middle of Montana?  You bet!  Classics and the unexpected 
(like their fried chicken roll), and a good sake selection.  Sun-Thur 11am-9:30pm, 
Fri-Sat 11am-10pm. 
   
Dean’s Zesty Booch 
Tasty, organic kombucha on tap, friendly servers, and a relaxed scene in this 
kombucha brewery and bar in the Cannery district.  Great post-yoga or post-hike 
refreshment! Noon-8pm daily. 
 
Feast  
Fusion style bistro and raw bar featuring sustainable seafood and local meats 
and produce.  Tues-Sun 5pm-close. 
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Feed  
Farm fresh breakfast and lunch options that you order at the counter and can 
enjoy in their chic farmhouse atmosphere.  7am-2pm daily.   
 
 
Fin  
Seafood restaurant on Main Street featuring sustainable, wild caught fish and 
craft cocktails.  11am-late daily. 
 
Genuine Ice Cream Co. 
Stop by this cute ice cream “trailer” at the Victory Taco in downtown Bozeman 
and cool off with one of their super tasty, unique flavors like Cat Daddy 
Cardamom, Fresh Ginger, or Flathead Cherry Chunk!  You can also find pints at 
Town and Country grocery stores in Bozeman.  Daily 11am-10pm. 
 
Lockhorn Cider House 
Family-owned cidery featuring natural hard ciders, light bites, and an inviting 
space with outdoor patio and fireplace.  Varied events and music weekly.  Mon-
Fri 4pm-midnight, Sat 2pm-midnight, Sun 2-10pm. 
 
Madison River Brewing Company 
Actually in Belgrade right near the airport, this is a great first or last stop if your 
journey involves air travel.  Don’t miss their Salmon Fly Honey Rye and other 
tasty brews (also available in area grocery stores).  While you’re at the tasting 
room, stop by the Amaltheia Organic Dairy cheese plant next door to pick up 
some of the yummiest goat cheese from one of my favorite local farms!  2-8pm 
daily. 

 
MAP Brewing 
Craft beer and bar food with a local twist in a beautiful space with views 
overlooking a pond and out to the Bridger Mountains.  Live music and other 
events weekly.  12-8pm daily. 
 
Mirch Masala 
If you’re a meat eater you need to try Montana beef during your travels (probably 
multiple times!), but this traditional Indian vegetarian food buffet can be a nice 
change of pace when you’re ready to mix things up.  Tues-Sat 11am-2pm & 5-
8:30pm. 
 
Montana Ale Works 
Award winning restaurant and bar with a bustling atmosphere in an old railroad 
freight building on Main Street.  I am still doing “product research” for the best 
burger around, but so far they are in the running.  Beef and bison burgers 
featuring locally raised meat.  Local produce and an extensive selection of 
regional craft beers on tap (40 taps! and bottled selections too). Sun-Thur 4-
10pm, Fri-Sat 4-11pm. 
 
Nova Café 
Voted best breakfast in Bozeman for 8 years.  Family friendly, casual vibe right 
on Main Street and they feature local ingredients too…you can’t go wrong!  
Breakfast 7am-2pm daily, lunch 11am-2pm Mon-Fri. 
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Open Range 
Some of Bozeman’s best steaks and great cocktails (featuring locally made 
tinctures!).  Fine dining, yet a relaxed atmosphere.  Dinner 5-10pm daily.  
 
Outlaw Brewery 
I’ve still failed to branch out from their Goemon’s Gold Honey Lemon Ginger 
beer…such a refreshing summer treat!  But, I hear their other beers are good 
too.  Earn your drinks on “Tough Guy (Gal)” Tuesdays…25 cents off for every 
pull up you do!  Mon-Thur 2-8pm, Fri-Sun noon-8pm. 
 
Plonk 
Wine bar with tasty cheese boards and a full menu.  Voted Bozeman’s “best 
place for a ladies night out”.  3pm-1:30am daily. 
 
Red Tractor Pizza 
New York style pizza featuring local and organic Montana ingredients and gluten-
free options.  Good draft beer selection.  Low key, family friendly spot with a play 
area for the kiddos.  And, one of my favorite local bluegrass bands, Bridger 
Creek Boys, plays every Thursday.  Mon-Thur 11am-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-10pm, 
Sun 4-9pm.   
   
Saffron Table 
South Asian fusion food featuring local vegetables and meat.  5-9pm Sun-Thur, 
5-9:30pm Fri-Sat.  
 
Sola 
Café and bakery featuring locally sourced ingredients.  Near campus and 
Museum of the Rockies.  Mon-Fri 7am-7pm, Sat-Sun 7am-4pm. 
   
Townshend’s Tea Company 
Find a little bit of Portlandia, but more importantly tasty teas, at Townshend’s only 
location outside of Oregon.  Awesome loose leaf teas and kombucha.  8am-
10pm daily. 
 
Whistle Pig 
Fresh, fast and affordable Korean food in a casual atmosphere.  Vegetarian, 
vegan and gluten-free options.  Tues-Fri 11am-9pm, Sat noon-9pm. 
 
Wild Crumb 
Artisan bakery with breads and pastries all made with organic flour.  Try their 
Gorgonzola Walnut Sourdough, a croissant, or splurge on chocolate cream pie.  
Delicious!  Breakfast and lunch sandwiches too. Tues-Sun 7am-3pm.   
 
Wildrye Distilling 
Unique spirits featuring ingredients grown in Montana.  Gin, corn liquor, bourbon, 
and rum (from Montana sugar beets)…all are chemical and preservative free.  
Buy a bottle to take home or sample one of their tasty cocktails.  Tasting room 3-
8pm daily.  
 
14 North  
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Gastropub specializing in craft cocktails, small plates, and pickled and brined 
foods using local ingredients in a menu that changes quarterly.  Served in a 
warm, yet upscale dining space lined with dark wood.  4-10pm daily. 
 
 
406 Brewery 
Experimental craft beers and thin crust pizza featuring locally sourced ingredients 
served up in the hip atmosphere of a renovated warehouse in the Cannery 
District (north side of Bozeman).  Live music most Thur-Sat evenings.  Noon-8pm 
daily.  
 
In Livingston: 
 
Gil’s Goods 
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner featuring local and sustainably sourced ingredients 
in a charming and casual café atmosphere.  You can bring over beer and drinks 
from the attached Murray Bar or stay in the bar and order a pizza from Gil’s.  
7am-11pm daily. 
 
The Gourmet Cellar and Uncorked Wine & Cheese Bar 
Wine, beer and specialty meat and cheese boards that you can enjoy outside at 
the historic downtown Depot Center.  Live music on Fridays.  Or, pick up a bottle 
and some food to go for a gourmet picnic along the Yellowstone.  Store hours 
Tues-Sat 10:30am-6pm.  Wine bar hours Wed-Sat 4pm-close. 
 
Katabatic Brewing Co. 
Local microbrewery with four standards always on tap (try the Strong Scotch Ale 
if you’re a dark beer lover!) and four rotators.  Fun events and/or special beer 
releases every day of the week.  Noon-8pm daily. 
 
Mustang Café 
Dine-in or take-out gourmet sandwiches, soups, salads and entrees by chef, 
caterer, and 20+ year veteran of the southwest Montana food scene.  Mon-Thur 
10:30am-7pm, Fri-Sat 10:30am-3:30pm & 5-9pm. 
 
Wheatgrass Saloon 
Cold press juices, smoothies and veggie bowls.  Also an eco-boutique and art 
gallery that shares a space with Elk River Books (Livingston’s fantastic new and 
used book store specializing in outdoor and western literature).   
 
2nd Street Bistro 
Fine dining in the historic Murray Hotel.  French cuisine featuring local meat and 
produce; everything made from scratch.  Wed-Sun 5pm-midnight.   
  
 
Other nearby places not to be missed: 
 
Crazy Mountain Inn 
Well worth the stop for delicious, homemade pie and charming atmosphere in the 
small town of Martinsdale.  This is off the beaten path but fits in perfectly with a 
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Crazy Mountain loop scenic drive or a pit stop after a hike in the northern 
Crazies.  Wed 11:30am-4pm, Thur-Sun 11:30am-7:30pm.   
 
Grand Hotel Restaurant 
Listed on the national register of historic places, this is a great place to stop in 
Big Timber if you take a scenic loop drive around the Crazy Mountains or are 
heading back to Root to Rise after a hike up Big Timber Canyon.  Sun-Fri 11am-
2pm & 5-9pm, Sat 5-9pm.  
 
Pine Creek Lodge 
Stop in at the restaurant for lunch, dinner or weekend brunch during your 
explorations in the Paradise Valley.  Inviting log cabin atmosphere with tasty, 
home cooking.  Try their fish tacos (featuring local trout) and homemade pie.  
Lots of bluegrass and other musical events during the summer.  A treat!  Wed-
Thur 11am-10pm, Fri 11am-11pm, Sat 10am-11pm, Sun 10am-9pm.   
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Hiking: 
 
Here are some fantastic day hikes in the area.  More day hikes and backpacking options 
abound as well…ask for more info!   
 
If you are visiting from sea level, please be mindful that most hikes here start at 
elevations a mile high.  Take it easy and give yourself time to acclimatize.  Also, pack 
layers…mountain weather can change from sunny & warm to stormy & cool quite 
quickly. 
  
 Crazy Mountains: 

Many of the longer hikes in the Crazies involve shallow creek crossings.  We 
recommend bringing a pair of sturdy hiking sandals such as Tevas or Chacos 
unless you’re okay hiking with wet feet for the rest of the day! 

 
 Big Timber Canyon 

Take a drive to the east side of the Crazy Mountains to explore this canyon and 
its’ myriad of lakes.  The scenic drive is a time commitment of 1.5-2 hrs.  Once 
you arrive at the Half Moon campground parking area, hit the trail up the canyon 
to Big Timber Creek Falls (1/2 mi round trip), Twin Lakes (8.5 mi round trip; 
moderate uphill) or Granite & Blue Lakes (9.5 mi round trip; moderate-steep 
uphill).  Fishing opportunities in the creek and lakes.   
 
Campfire Lake 
A favorite day hike or backpack on the west side of the Crazies.  We recommend 
the Trespass Creek route (13.5 mi round trip to the Lake, but the meadows along 
Trespass Creek make for a lovely destination as well if you want a shorter trip).  
Vehicle access to the trailhead is via Cottonwood Road.  Keep an eye out for 
mountain goats around the lake! 
 
Cottonwood Lake 
Another favorite on the west side of the Crazies that starts from the same parking 
lot as the Campfire Lake hike.  Follow an old road bed with a moderate grade for 
about 2.5 miles and then a single track trail for another steep, but stunning 2.5 
miles to the lake (10 mi round trip).   
 
Sunlight Lake 
And, our very favorite west side hike (8.5 mi round trip)!  Enjoy gorgeous views 
driving out Shields River Road to the parking area.  For the hike, you start in 
previously logged forest but soon attain a ridge as you ascend to the saddle 
overlooking Sunlight Lake.  A brief, steep downhill brings you to the lake.  More 
mountain goat sighting opportunities and stunning views of Sunlight Peak.     

  
 Bridger & Bangtail Mountains: 
 
 Fairy Lake & Sacagawea Peak 

Fairy Lake is a welcome reward after taking it slow on the drive up a winding and 
sometimes rough mountain road.  Hike the easy, 1.2 mi loop around this emerald 
green gem and take some time to picnic, fish or swim.  For a more strenuous 
hike, climb 2,000 ft. in just over 2 miles to reach the summit of Sacagawea Peak, 
the highest point in the Bridgers at 9,650 ft. (4.1 mi round trip).   
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 Bangtail Divide 

From the parking lot at Brackett Creek Road, gradually ascend a forested hillside 
with views out to the Bridger and Crazy Mountains.  This hike can be as long or 
short as you like with viewpoints between 1 and 4 miles all making good turn 
around spots.  A nice option for an acclimatization hike.  Also popular with 
mountain bikers. 

 
 Bozeman: 
 
 Drinking Horse Mountain 

Short and easy 2.2 mi loop trail on the north edge of Bozeman.  Great place to 
stop and stretch your legs if you are heading to or from the airport to Root to 
Rise.  Also a good acclimatization hike. 
 

 ‘M’ trail (Baldy Mountain) 
Most popular hike in Bozeman (it can get busy on sunny weekends in the 
summer!) to the iconic “college M” built by Montana State University students in 
1915.  Take the 1.5 mi moderate route or the short, but steep ½ mi option.  If you 
want something longer, continue up the ridge potentially as far as Baldy 
Mountain (9.6 mi round trip if you go all the way to the summit). 

 
 Middle Cottonwood 

Gorgeous day hike on the west side of the Bridgers with lots of turn around spots 
to make this as short or long as you like (if you go to the summit of Saddle Peak 
it is 9 mi round trip).  Trail starts out at a slight incline meandering along the 
creek and through a series of meadows before leaving the creek and steepening 
as it ascends the mountain slopes. 

  
Hyalite 
Hiking options abound in Hyalite Canyon south of Bozeman. Head out for a drive 
and take a dip or paddle when you reach Hyalite Reservoir.  Some of our favorite 
hikes are Hyalite Creek trail (11 waterfalls, including one that is handicap 
accessible), Emerald & Heather Lakes, and Mount Blackmore. 

 
 Paradise Valley: 
 
 Pine Creek Falls & Lake 

Drive to Livingston and continue south into Paradise Valley, the northern 
gateway to Yellowstone National Park.  One of our favorite hikes here is the Pine 
Creek trail (2 mi round trip to the falls; 11.5 mi round trip to the lake).  The hike to 
the falls is a nice family friendly hike or a good warm up as you acclimatize to the 
elevation.  Stop at Chico Hot Springs or Pine Creek Café after your hike! 
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Fishing: 
  
Easy access to hundreds of miles of blue ribbon rivers, streams, and lakes.  The 
Yellowstone, Madison, Gallatin, Boulder, Jefferson and Missouri rivers offer world 
renowned fly fishing opportunities.  Our closest river, the Shields, is less well known but 
offers good small stream fishing for cutthroat and brook trout near its headwaters and 
rainbows and browns in the valley.  Two-day and 10-day non-resident fishing licenses 
are available through Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
 

Fly Shops, Lessons & Guides: 
  
 Dan Bailey Fly Shop (Livingston) 

Oldest fly shop in Livingston (est. 1938!) with a “Wall of Fame” featuring 4lb+ trout 
from the Yellowstone River.  Gear and guided trips.  Summer hours: 8am-6pm 
M-Sat.  Winter hours: 8:30am-5pm M-Sat.    

 
 Hatch Finders Fly Shop (Livingston) 

Homey shop with hot coffee, a shop dog to greet you, and a fly tying bench for 
you to use.  Gear and guided trips on the Yellowstone and spring creeks near 
Livingston. 8am-5pm M-F; 8am-noon Sat-Sun. 

 
 Montana Fly Fishing Guides (Livingston) 

Classes, day trips and multi-day excursions on a large variety of waters 
throughout southwest Montana. 7am-8pm daily. 

 
 Montana Troutfitters (Bozeman) 
 Guided trips, classes, and gear shop.  10am-6pm daily. 
 
 River’s Edge Fly Shop (Bozeman) 

Gear and guides at two Bozeman locations.  Summer hours: 8am-6pm daily.  
Winter hours: 9am-5:30pm M-F, 9am-5pm Sat. 

 
Sweetwater Fly Shop (Livingston) 
Full service fly shop with lessons and guided trips in the Yellowstone area.  8am-
5pm daily. 

 
   Yellowstone Fly Fishing School (Livingston) 

Great lessons for the complete novice to the experienced fisherperson.  Ask for 
Matt Wilhelm, but all of their guides are good.  Contact them at 406.223.0918 to 
book your class or trip. 
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Rafting & Water Sports: 
 
The Gallatin and Yellowstone Rivers are the closest (among southwest Montana’s many 
fantastic rivers!) for playing in the water.  There are numerous options for both guided 
trips and rentals.  For a more mellow experience, dip a paddle in some of the nearby 
reservoirs. 
 
Rubber Ducky River Rentals (Livingston) 
Great, full-service boating shop offering rentals, drop-off/pick-up and shuttle options, 
guide trips, instruction, advice, boat repairs and sales.  Rafts, kayaks, canoes, tubes and 
more!  Mon-Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm.   
 
Montana Whitewater  
Locations in Bozeman, Gallatin Gateway and Gardiner…Montana Whitewater offers a 
variety of guided trips on the Gallatin, Madison, and Yellowstone Rivers.  Rentals 
(canoes, kayaks, rafts, tubes, stand-up paddleboards) and lessons.  Also, horseback 
riding and ziplining.  Open daily. 
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Biking: 
 

Road:  Root to Rise is 3.7 miles down dirt roads.  After that you hit Hwy 86 and  
miles of biker friendly pavement!  
 
Shields River Road 
Get on Shields River Road at the north edge of Wilsall and take a tour through  
beautiful rural ag land along the river with views of the Crazy Mountains.  Enjoy 
15 miles of gentle uphill on the blacktop (road turns to gravel forest service road 
after that) and a great ride back down! Stop in to the Bank Bar & Vault 
Restaurant in Wilsall afterwards and cool down with a beer or a scoop of 
Wilcoxson’s ice cream (locally famous ice cream out of Livingston, MT).   
 
Bridger Canyon Loop #1 (longer option) 
From the “mailboxes” (where our dirt road hits pavement), make an awesome 70 
mile loop with 3 passes and views to the mountains all along the way!  Go east to 
Wilsall, then head south through Clyde Park to Livingston.  Head west over 
Bozeman Pass (on the biker friendly frontage road) and then catch Jackson 
Creek road (before you hit Bozeman) north into Bridger Canyon.  You’ll finish up 
with a push up and over Battle Ridge and then cruise home through the Sedan 
Valley. 
 
Bridger Canyon Loop #2 (shorter option) 
Abbreviated, but equally stunning version of the above.  Make a 44 mile loop 
through Wilsall and Clyde Park to Brackett Creek Road and Bridger Canyon. 
 
Paradise Valley 
From Livingston, take the River Road along the Yellowstone River with the option 
to go all the way to Yellowstone Park.  Super scenic with mountain and river 
views, and lots of wildlife sighting opportunities.  Pine Creek Lodge makes a nice 
meal stop at 12 miles from Livingston. The route also takes you by Chico Hot 
Springs.  The north entrance to Yellowstone is 65 miles from Livingston. 
 
Ringling/White Sulphur Springs 
Cruise along Hwy 89 north to Ringling or White Sulphur for a real feel of Big Sky 
Country.  Views across vast expanses of sagebrush to the mountains, abundant 
pronghorn antelope, cattle ranches and not too much traffic.  Twenty-three miles 
to Ringling (take a break at the Ringling Bar!) and 45 to White Sulphur Springs 
(stop for a soak at the hot springs if you think you can bike again after that much 
relaxation or just grab a bite at Bar 47 or the Haymaker Bakery). 
 

 
Mountain: 
 
Bangtail Divide Trail 
One of the Bozeman area classic long rides that can be done as an out-and-back 
in either direction or as a loop with a 7-mile road connection.  Start at Stone 
Creek or Brackett Creek trailheads.  Enjoy long switchback climbs, ridgetop 
single-track with views to multiple mountains ranges, and a flowy descent.  30 
miles if you do the full loop.  Bring plenty of water as there is little along this trail.  
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Blackmore 
Tough, but rewarding trail in the Hyalite Canyon area (I’m not a mountain biker, 
but have hiked this trail and would not recommend it for a novice biker such as 
myself…would wipe out on the way down for sure!).  Park at the Blackmore  
trailhead and brace yourself for a 3,700 ft. climb starting in the forest and opening 
into alpine meadow and ridgetop sections with beautiful wildflowers and stunning 
views!  Be prepared to walk some sections (steep, rocky and root-filled trail at 
times!).  Trail junctions are well-signed except towards the end…at the saddle 
between Elephanthead Mt and Blackmore, stay right on the ridge to gain 
Blackmore proper.  Enjoy a rowdy descent!  And, do stay alert for other users 
(this is a popular recreation area for hikers and horseback riders too).  About 6 
miles one way.  Stop in at one of the Bozeman breweries for a well-deserved 
brew when you’re done! 
 
History Rock 
Nice, more moderate option in the Hyalite Canyon area.  Start at the History 
Rock trailhead for a 6.5 mile out-and-back.  The trail begins with a moderate 
climb through the forest and past History Rock.  At the trail junction stay left and 
climb steeply for the last half mile…the reward is a flower-filled meadow with 
magnificent views to the north face of Mount Blackmore.  When you’re through, 
drive one more mile up the canyon to dip your feet in Hyalite Reservoir.    
 
Leverich Canyon 
Popular, 5-mile loop trail south of Bozeman.  Access via 19th Ave to Nash Road 
and 3rd Ave.  Features a steady, uphill climb of 1,200 ft. to a ridge and past an old 
mine site.  Then head down on the fun banked and bermed downhill that is 
enjoyed by all levels from beginner to seasoned pro.  Keep an eye out for other 
users. 
 
Middle Cottonwood 
Technical ride described as “challenging and ridiculously fun”.  Also a gorgeous 
hike if the 3,500 ft. gain in 4.5 miles is feeling above your biking skill level!  
Shared trail so do be aware of hikers and lots of dogs on this popular trail.  Start 
off on a gentle incline along Middle Cottonwood Creek, and then climb steeply up 
the lower slopes of Bridger Peak to a bowl between Saddle Peak and an 
unnamed peak.  You can stash your bike here and head due east to summit 
Saddle Peak if you like! 

 
Mystic Lake 
Nice, beginner trail in the Bozeman area.  Start at the Bozeman Creek trailhead 
at the end of Sourdough road.  Enjoy a moderate 1,340 ft. gain over 10 miles to 
reach the lake, or turn around at the bridge after 4.7 miles for a shorter trip. 
 
Shafthouse 
One of the closest trails to Root to Rise, accessed via Seitz Road.  This is a great 
12-mile loop on a combination of single-track and gravel road.  The top section is 
a bit rocky and technical.  Enjoy great views of the northern Bridgers and out 
across the Shields Valley.  Keep your eye out for wildlife (and cows…there is 
some cattle grazing on the public lands in this area).   
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Sypes Canyon 
Travel through a creekside canyon (with one rocky section where you might need 
to walk) and then ascend switchbacks through pine forest to a meadow viewpoint 
at 2 miles.  Ascend the ridge and continue approximately 1.5 miles to the junction 
with the Bridger foothills trail for a 7 mile out-and-back.  Or, stash your bike at the 
junction and continue to follow the ridge for a steep hike to the summit of Mount 
Baldy.  There are also loop options with the Bridger Foothills trail if you’re willing 
to do some road biking or arrange a shuttle.   
 
Truman Gulch 
Climb gradually and then more steeply along this shady canyon and turn around 
at the meadow for a 7-mile round trip out-and-back.  The first few miles are nice 
and mellow, while the second half has some steeper, tough sections with more 
rocks and roots.  Keep your eyes out for thimbleberries to munch on in this wet 
and lush drainage. 

 
Shops & rentals: 
 
Bangtail Bike & XC Ski (Bozeman) 
Full line-up of road and mountain bikes and accessories, repair services, and a  
friendly staff that can give you lots more ideas of places to ride.  Mon-Fri 9am-
6pm, Sat 9am-5pm. 
 
Owenhouse Cycling (Bozeman) 
Great bike shop with rentals (road or mountain bikes averaging $35/day) and  
tune-up/repair services.  Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm. 
 
Timber Trails (Livingston) 
Small, but quality outdoor specialty store that offers bike rentals and repair.  Mon  
noon-6pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm. 
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Hot springs: 
 
White Sulphur Springs 
Forty-eight miles to the north, these are the hot springs we most frequently visit.  A day 
pass to soak in the three pools at the Spa Hot Springs Motel is $7.  Pool temperatures 
range from 98-105°F.  The two outdoor pools are surrounded by Montana-themed 
murals by artist Mike Mahoney.  Not usually too busy, this is a great place to relax 
muscles tired from lots of hiking (or gardening!).  6am-11pm, daily. 
 
Chico Hot Springs 
Historic lodge and hot springs 65 miles south in the beautiful Paradise Valley.  Two 
outdoor pools ranging from 96-103°F, poolside bar, geothermal greenhouse and 
gardens provide produce for the dining room.  Combine your visit with a hike to Pine 
Creek Falls or a rafting trip on the Yellowstone for a great day trip.  Day pass $7.50; 
8am-11pm daily.   

 
Norris Hot Springs 
Rustic outdoor hot springs in the beautiful Madison River Valley (72 miles to the 
southwest) with poolside bar and live music Fri-Sun evenings.  Their grill serves simple 
sandwiches, burgers and salads with ingredients sourced locally as well as from their 
on-site vegetable garden.  Day pass $7.  10am-10pm daily (June-Aug); 4-10pm Thur, Fri 
& Mon and 10am-10pm Sat-Sun (Sept-May).   

 
Bozeman Hot Springs 
Just west of Bozeman, this facility has outdoor and indoor pools ranging from 59-106°F, 
wet & dry saunas, and a fitness center.  Live music most Thursdays and Sundays. $8.50 
for a day pass to soak; $15 for full day pass including fitness center.  Mon-Thur 5:30am-
11pm, Fri 5:30am-sundown, Sat sundown-midnight, Sun 8am-11pm. 
 
Boiling River 
This natural hot springs just inside the north entrance of Yellowstone Park is one of the 
few thermal features in Yellowstone open to and safe for soaking.  Take a short walk 
from the parking area near the 45th parallel bridge to these rock-walled pools built on the 
side of the Gardner River where hot springs water mixes with cooler river water to make 
a comfortable temperature for soaking.  Open during daylight hours during late summer-
winter (closed in spring/early summer due to dangerously high water levels in the river); 
you do need a Park pass to enter.  This is a great stop on a scenic drive/day trip to the 
Paradise Valley and Yellowstone Park (95-mi south of Root to Rise).   
 
 
  



 

15 

 

Scenic drives: 
 
Bridger Canyon 
If you didn’t take this road to get here, definitely worth the jaunt to check out Bozeman.  
This is my “commute” drive when I work in town and I am constantly reminded how lucky 
I am to be here with wildlife sightings and beautiful mountain light.  Lots of trail heads 
along the way for a short (or long) hike.  If you don’t want to head all the way to 
Bozeman, another fun loop is into Bridger Canyon, over Battle Ridge and then east on 
Brackett Creek Road to Clyde Park and back to Wilsall.   
 
Shields River Road 
From the north end of Wilsall, take Shields River Road for a drive through beautiful rural 
ag land along the river and then into Gallatin National Forest.  The road becomes gravel 
after 15 miles, but is usually in decent repair and you can make a loop through the forest 
land stopping for a hike (trail 266 is an easy and lightly traveled hike through forest and 
meadows…turn around at any point when you’ve gotten in enough leg stretching!) or a 
picnic along the way.   
 
Crazy Mountain Circuit 
Make a 190 mile loop (about 3-3.5 hours drive time) around the Crazies, passing 
through Ringling, Martinsdale, Two Dot, Harlowton and Big Timber.  This scenic and 
lightly traveled drive gets you off the beaten path for a true taste of Big Sky Country.  
Options for stops along the way include the Ringling Bar, Crazy Mountain Inn in 
Martinsdale (try the pie!), the fishing access site at Martinsdale Reservoir, Bair Family 
Museum in Martinsdale, Two Dot Bar & Grill, the historic Grand Hotel in Big Timber (on 
the national register of historic places) and the Thirsty Turtle in Big Timber (for beer and 
BBQ). 
 
White Sulphur Springs/Northern Crazies Loop 
If you don’t want to do the full Crazy Mountain Circuit, this is a nice alternative (140-mile 
partial loop; 2.5 hours drive time) that takes you through Ringling, Martinsdale, 
Checkerboard and White Sulphur Springs.  Potential stops include the Ringling Bar (their 
prime rib nights on Sat are locally famous and require a reservation!), Crazy Mountain 
Inn in Martinsdale, Bair Family Museum in Martinsdale, fishing access sites at 
Martinsdale and Bair Reservoirs, and definitely don’t miss the chance to stop at soak in 
the hot springs at White Sulphur! 
 
Paradise Valley 
This drive is your most direct route into Yellowstone National Park (north entrance at 
Gardiner), but the Valley is a treasure in its own right.  Take the River Road (paralleling 
Hwy 89) for one leg of your trip and check out the Pine Creek Inn (tasty food and 
bluegrass music), get in a hike to Pine Creek Falls or Lake, cast a fly at one of the many 
fishing access sites along the Yellowstone River or take to the water in a raft.  Finish 
your day with soak at Chico Hot Springs. 62-miles one way to Chico (91-miles if you go 
all the way to Gardiner). 
  
Boulder River Backcountry Drive 
From Big Timber (62 miles from Root to Rise), take a 47 mile drive (one way) along the 
Boulder River into the country where Horse Whisperer and A River Runs Through It 
were filmed.  Highlights include Natural Bridges State Monument, the Boulder River (and 
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lots of fishing opportunities), beautiful agricultural lands south of Big Timber, the tiny 
town of McLeod, and stunning views of the Absaroka Mountains.   
 

Gallatin River/Big Sky 
Explore the Gallatin River (another of the famous wild rivers in this corner of Montana) 
with this drive south from Bozeman to Big Sky.  Fishing options abound or stop for a hike 
(Storm Castle and Lava Lake are two favorites).  Fuel up at Lone Peak Brewery or 
Buck’s T-4 Lodge in Big Sky…and check out the free Music in the Mountains concert 
series every Thursday at 6pm June-Sept.  Please do keep your eyes open for wildlife 
especially if you drive back at dusk! 
 
Madison River/Norris 
Drive to Bozeman and Four Corners, and then continue west along Hwy 84 to explore 
the Madison River.  Stop for fishing or picnicking at one of the access sites, or take a 
hike on the Bear Trap Canyon National Recreation Trail (18-mile round trip out-and-back 
if you do the whole thing, but it’s a good spot for a short stroll along the river too!).  
Continue on to Norris for a soak in the hot springs before returning back the way you 
came (78 miles/2 hours drive time from Root to Rise to Norris). 
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Skiing: 
 
Bridger Bowl 
Ski area on the east slope of the Bridger Mountains only 20 miles from Root to Rise.  
2,700 ft. of vertical rise (2,600 lift serviced), two terrain parks, and 2,000 acres of skiable 
terrain with runs to suite all skill levels.   Lessons and gear rental available.  Two lodges 
with multiple food and drink options.  Single day lift tickets $60 (discounts for kids and 
seniors).  Season runs from early Dec-early April.   
 
Bohart Ranch Cross Country Ski Area 
Just down the road from Bridger Bowl, this area features a 30km trail system with loops 
for all skill levels.  Rentals and lessons available.  Day pass $15.  Trails open to running, 
hiking, and biking during summer at no charge.  Also, a disc golf course open in summer 
($5 fee).   
 
Backcountry 
Many of the gravel forest service roads in the area are closed to vehicles in the winter 
and make for great cross-country skiing.  Miles of terrain in the Bridgers and Crazies 
also beckon experienced backcountry skiers, boarders, and snowmobilers.  Local ski 
shops and outdoor shops can provide more information…ask at Chalet Sports or PhD 
Skis in Bozeman or Timber Trails in Livingston. 
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Cultural Events and ‘City’ Life 
 

Bookstores 
 
Country Bookshelf (Bozeman) 
Opened in 1957, this is Montana’s largest independent bookstore. Enjoy  
the large collection and friendly staff.   Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 
9am-5pm. 
 
Elk River Books (Livingston) 
New and used bookstore specializing in regional authors and nature & outdoor 
literature.  Frequent lectures, reading and concerts by authors and artists.  Tues-
Sat 11am-5pm; events varied days usually at 7pm. 
 
Vargos Jazz City & Books (Bozeman) 
Iconic Bozeman store featuring new, used & rare books, music, postcards and 
more.  Mon-Fri 9:30am-7pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm. 

 
Entertainment 
 
Art Walk (Bozeman) 
Second Friday of the month during June-September, businesses and galleries in 
downtown Bozeman feature artists’ openings & receptions along with 
complimentary beverages and hors d’oeuvres (roughly 6-8pm). 
 
Art Walk (Livingston) 
On the fourth Friday of the month from June to September, downtown Livingston 
hosts an art walk…galleries open late and free wine and appetizer tastings.  
Roughly 5:30-8:30pm. 
 
Big Sky Country State Fair (Bozeman) 
Montana’s State Fair.  Nightly shows, rodeo, livestock show, canine competitions 
(herding & agility), craft shows, food competitions, carnival rides, fair food, and 
shopping.  July 17-23, 2017.  Adult admission $10, seniors $6, youth $3, kids 
under 5 free. 
 
Livingston Roundup Rodeo 
2017 is the 93rd year of one of the premier rodeos in Montana.  July 2-4.  General 
admission $16.   
 
Montana Shakespeare in the Parks (Bozeman) 
Multiple evening performance during mid-late June at the MSU grove.  Bring a 
picnic dinner and enjoy the show and summer weather in a family friendly setting.  
Free. 
 
Music on Main (Bozeman) 
Main Street shuts down to traffic every Thur evening (6:30-8:30pm) from late 
June to mid-August for live music, food vendors, and kids’ activities.  
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Old Settlers Days (Clyde Park) 
Weekend event in late August celebrating the heritage of families that began 
settling the Shield’s Valley in the late 1800s.  Pancake breakfast, fun run, parade, 
vendors, car and quilt shows, fiddle music, museum display, talent show, BBQ 
and dancing.  Another good chance to get a feel for the local communities here! 
 
Summerfest (Livingston) 
Annual music festival at the Miles Park Band Shell along the Yellowstone River.  
Music, food, drinks, and kids activities.  July 21, 2017.  Minimum $5 donation, 
kids under 3 free. 
 
Sweet Pea Festival (Bozeman) 
Three day arts festival in Linley Park held the first Fri-Sun in August.  Music of all 
genres, performances by local theatre and dance troupes, workshops, family-
friendly entertainment and activities, a flower show, a beer and wine garden 
featuring Montana microbrews, and local arts and crafts vendors.  Admission 
ranges from $15-$30/day, kids 6 and under free. 
 
Red Ants Pants Festival (White Sulphur Springs) 
Annual music festival in July that brings in big acts like Emmylou Harris and Taj 
Mahal to the small town of White Sulphur Springs.  The stage is set up in a cow 
pasture with wide open views.  Enjoy the music, local food, gorgeous sunsets 
and a friendly community feel.  Camping available.  Proceeds benefit the non-
profit Red Ants Pants Foundation that aims to support local farms and ranches 
and enrich rural communities.  Single day pass $55; 3-day $135. 
 
Wilsall Rodeo 
If you’re here during mid-June, it’s worth checking out the Rodeo…Wilsall’s claim 
to fame and a great place to experience cowboy and small ranch town culture.  
Classic rodeo events that draw super skilled riders despite Wilsall’s small size.  
Our tiny town of 250 swells to the thousands.  Great people watching!  
Associated events include a parade, fireman’s breakfast, and BBQ/street dance. 
 
Wilsall Ranch Rodeo 
This rodeo in mid-August highlights skills relevant on the ranch…events include 
branding, sorting, penning, wild cow milking, doctoring, and a ranch horse class.  
Dance/BBQ Saturday night and “breakfast with the cowboys” Sunday morning. 

 
Farmers Markets 

 
Bogert Market (Bozeman) 
Every Tues (June-Sept) from 5-8pm in Bogert Park.  Fun, family-friendly 
environment.  Local produce, meats, dairy, baked goods, arts and crafts, 
prepared foods, music and kids’ activities.  Come say ‘hi’ at the Root to Rise 
booth at the end of the grower’s row near the hydroponic tomatoes and kettle 
korn! 
 
Gallatin Valley Farmers’ Market (Bozeman) 
Saturdays (June-Sept) from 9am-noon at the Gallatin County Fairgrounds.  Flea-
market atmosphere featuring local growers and a large number of art and crafts 
vendors.   
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Livingston Farmers Market 
At the Miles Band Shell Park on Wednesdays from June-Sept. Enjoy the relaxed 
vibe at this pleasant park by the Yellowstone River while you check out local 
produce, arts and crafts.  Music in the band shell, and unique among markets in 
the area as local beer is available to purchase on site. 
 
Shields Valley Farmers Market (Clyde Park) 
On Mondays mid-June through late August, head down to Holiday Park from 
4:30-7 to check out this small-town market.  Locals come here to grab a bite to 
eat (try the sliders or chocolate cake from Faith at Crazy Mountain Catering if she 
has them!), catch up and enjoy the summer weather.  A smattering of vendors 
selling produce, eggs, flowers, crafts and prepared foods in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  Live music.   

 
Museums 
 
Bair Family Museum (Martinsdale) 
Tour the historic home of Charles Bair, a sheep rancher who made his fortune in 
the Alaska Gold Rush.  Wander through the adjacent museum and enjoy the five 
galleries featuring the Bair family’s Native American collection, western paintings 
by Charles Russell and Joseph Henry Sharp, Edward S. Curtis photogravures, 
and a collection of modern European and American paintings.  The barn has a 
display of historic photos and ranching memorabilia.  10am-5pm daily Memorial 
Day-Labor Day’ We-Sun Labor Day-Oct.  $5 for adults. 
  
Crazy Mountain Museum (Big Timber) 
A good stop to learn about the archaeology, geology, and history of local settlers 
in Sweet Grass County.  Gardens featuring plants identified in the Lewis & Clark 
expedition as well as plants from old area homesteads.  Memorial Day-Sept 30: 
Mon-Sat 10am-4:30pm, Sun 1-4:30pm.  
 
Depot Center Museum (Livingston) 
In the historic Depot Center built in 1902, this museum features historical exhibits 
especially related to railroad history of the area.  The center also hosts 
occasional music and special events.  Memorial Day-Labor Day, 10am-5pm 
daily.   
 
International Federation of Fly Fishers (Livingston) 
Collection of fly fishing objects, art and books.  Check out the display of framed 
flies. They also host a Fly Fishing Fair in August.  Mon-Fri 9am-5pm.   
 
Museum of the Rockies (Bozeman) 
If you visit only one museum in the area, this should be it!  Largest collection of 
North American dinosaur fossils consisting entirely of discoveries made in and 
near Montana.  Also, a planetarium, living history farm, fantastic rotating exhibits 
(2017 rotator is ‘Crocs’), and special events.  Jun-Aug 8am-6pm daily, Sept-May 
9am-5pm daily.  $14.50 adults, $9.50 youth, kids 4 and under free. 
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Yellowstone Gateway Museum (Livingston) 
Visit this museum to learn more about the history of the area.  Permanent 
exhibits on native cultures, early expeditions, railroad history, and more as well 
as interesting rotating exhibits.  Memorial Day-Sept 10am-5pm daily; Oct-
Memorial Day 10am-5pm Thur-Sat.   

 
 
 
 

 


